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Ending Homelessness in Tampa
Homelessness is a problem caused by different factors but majorly the inability of people to become economically independent (Byrne et al, 2015). The lack of economic independence translates to individuals being unable to afford to buy homes or even renting units for residence. As much as some individuals who are homeless are employed, whatever they earn does not enable them to manage both the basic needs and paying rental charges due to the high rates of rental charges charged by landlords. There is, therefore, a need to address these causal factors in order to cut homelessness from its roots. Policies that will regulate the rental charges are thus inevitable to put in place and implement. Since another major causal of homeless results from evictions, there is a need to establish legal procedures of resolving such cases amicably. Landlord-tenant relationships should also be strengthened to ensure forceful evictions are minimized.
    Financial assistance is also a good remedy that involves the public in handling the challenge of homeless through contributing finances to help the homeless. The Government must also take up its responsibility of providing shelter to its citizens either independently or in collaboration with the private sector using vouchers.  Subsidization is further an effective solution to homelessness and should be maximized.
   An enabling environment for individuals to become self-sustaining must be provided for the people themselves to solve their own problems. Proper policies will help the country save huge amounts which are usually used in catering for the needs of the homeless people. Since homelessness has been a serious problem in Tampa and has continued to grow over the years, there is a need to implement the following policies to end the problem once and for all.
   Homelessness should be prevented using specific homeless intervention programs. Such interventions include landlord-tenant agreements like paying rent on installments. This will ensure that tenants who are not able to pay a full amount of rent at a particular time, are not sent out of their houses making them homeless. Landlords and tenants should also use mediation measures to settle their disagreements regarding rent issues as opposed to the landlord kicking a tenant out of his premises.
   Financial assistance can also be a short-term solution for preventing homelessness. Relatives who are in a position to assist their fellow relatives could assist them with rent payment before they become homeless. Legal measures should also be taken against landlords who violate their agreements with tenants resulting in the tenants being homeless. The social services units could also introduce a kitty where well-wishers can contribute some money for assisting the people who are on the verge of homelessness.
    There also should be an establishment of a call-line in which those who are at risk of losing their homes can call in and have access to the financial aid consolidated by the social services. This makes it easier for anyone in need to call in and have some assistance. The people at risk of becoming homeless should also use the courts to claim their right to shelter which should be provided by the state. Pro-bono lawyers should be identified to attend to the tenant cases as most of the times most of them do not have finances to hire legal representation.
    Emergency houses should be constructed to offer temporary housing to those who do not have houses or those who cannot afford to pay rent. These houses should be well managed and have rules like no one should stay in them for more than two years. This duration is long enough to give the homeless a chance to work and seek finances to establish their own homes or save enough money to rent houses. The temporary homes should also be well equipped with all the services these homeless people could be in need of.
   The services that could be availed include some employment opportunities to enable these temporary residents to become financially stable. Hospital services should also be available in such residences to help the homeless as sometimes most of them could already be suffering from illnesses. Food and water, as well as education for the children, should also be easily accessible in these areas to give the homeless peace of mind and descent life.
   According to Burt et al. (2016), these temporary homes protected individuals from several challenges that lack of housing predisposes them to. Lack of housing undermines a family’s health and their economic independence. It also affects individuals including causing some mental illnesses to homeless individuals. Counseling services should also be availed to those who suffer from mental illnesses as the recovery will help them focus on permanent housing which will offer a permanent solution.
  Supporting housing strategies should also be implemented. Such programs are usually meant to help individuals with challenges like mental health and addicts of drugs and substances. These houses are usually affordable and well situated in locations that provide the victims with peace and tranquility as well as the rehabilitation measures they require for them to become well and free themselves from the addictions.
   The supportive houses should also have no conditions in order to accommodate a wider population of the homeless. Besides offering g home to people who are chronically homeless, these homes should also be able to accommodate some families which are suffering from homelessness (Henry et al., 2017). Supportive housing also includes having houses whose costs are very subsidized to enable the homeless own houses with a little amount of money and with conditions they can comfortably manage.
   Re-housing will further help to prevent homelessness. According to the National Academy of Sciences 2018, rehousing should offer rent assistance to homeless individuals for a certain period of time. The houses should not be based on any conditions like employment and sobriety as this would limit most homeless people. Most homeless people are also battling unemployment and the houses provided should not limit them. The re-housing should specifically target homeless people with housing instabilities but for a short period of time (Burt et al 2016).
   Subsidized housing programs could also be integrated into re-housing. The subsidies could include catering for the costs of the tenant moving into the house and enabling clients to trace affordable houses. This could be done through developing a website and revamping it with different houses and their locations including the amount of rent that should be paid (https://doi.org/10.17226/25133). This helps the people looking for houses to choose the locations they will be comfortable in while considering the rent.
Provision of Low-Income Housing Subsidies
Funding for public housing should be provided by the government of the day. As outlined in the United States Housing Act of 1937, the federal government is entitled to funding public housing. This could be done by offering public housing units owned by the government to low-income families while charging the tenants not more than thirty percent of the house-rent. The government then caters for the remaining seventy percent of the rent. This helps these families become economically independent.
   The houses provided by the federal department must be up to standard to accord the low-income families a suitable environment for them to survive and live a dignified life. The use of vouchers should be maximized. Vouchers should be provided to tenants with low-income for them to rent private houses. While these tenants rent the private facilities, the government ought to pay seventy percent of the rent while the tenant pays the thirty percent. The use of private vouchers will cater for the extra houses need in case the public houses run out.
  Subsidization could also be in the form of incentives. This includes allowing developers to construct more housing units in a residential location. Since a certain location usually has a limited number of cottages that can be constructed in it, the construction authorities should allow developers to construct more houses and rent them out to low-income tenants at very affordable prices. The government should also liaise with the developers to ensure that in every residential area, units for low-income families are incorporated.
   Rent-control measures will help to regulate homelessness as alluded by the (New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal Office of Rent Administration, 2018). These measures ensure landlords do not charge tenants highly above the set amount of rent as this most people. The rent amount should also be based on the state of the housing units. The size of the units as well as the state of the environment within which the units are in must be considered. The rent-control measures should also clearly outline the consequences of landlords defying them. This protects and empowers the tenants not to be overcharged.
  Critical time interventions are necessary. The homeless individuals who are discharged from hospitals should be provided with housing at such critical times. Likewise, patients discharged from psychiatric units should also be housed to prevent them from being homeless. The provision of homes to this category of [people also contributes to bettering their health and most of them after a short period of time usually recover from the conditions they are suffering from. Since a good number of homelessness cases result from evictions, evictions should be legally regulated. Eviction courts should be developed to specifically handle the cases of evictions and solving landlord-tenant conflicts. These courts should also put in place specific resettlement policies such that those who are evicted can be resettled upon hearing the case of eviction. The courts should also be friendly to low-income individuals to encourage them to seek legal assistance anytime they are evicted or face evictions.
To manage already homeless people, should include offering them employment and better wages to enable them to manage their finances well. Employment should be coupled with affordable housing policies where the government constructs houses specifically to address the issues of the homeless due to economic instabilities. The tenants should also be charged according to their levels of income with those earning higher paying more. Those with very low income will then be charged lowly as the extra amount paid by the high-income individuals will cover their balances.
Implementation Of The Policies
   The preventive measures to homelessness should be a concerted effort between both the public and the private sector. With employment, the government and the private sector should target the homeless people and offer them jobs for them to become financially independent and afford homes or even pay rent. The areas with high numbers of homeless people should be considered to ensure the amounts of rent paid by residents in those areas is affordable to the people of that particular social class.
   On the temporary housing, there should be regular census conducted to identify the number of people who are in need of the service. Besides the regular census, there should also be an office established by the housing department. This office will be responsible for receiving the needs of the people who risk being homeless or are already homeless for ease of assistance. The office will also be responsible for consolidating all the available employment opportunities and recommend qualified homeless people for the jobs.
   The office will also be receiving complaints of landlord-tenant conflicts. The office will then have a mediation desk where these conflicts can be resolved failure to which the office can refer the case to the eviction court. The office will be responsible for receiving job applications from homeless individuals to be able to match them with the available opportunities.
   To enable developers to construct extra houses in specific zones, some amendments should be made to the existing development and construction policies to factor in this need. At the same time, the employment regulation authorities should provide a provision that each employer employs a certain number of homeless people in his/her company or firm. This will ensure that the homeless have a stable source of income to enable them to acquire houses for themselves.
   The call-line for use by the people in need of financial assistance should also be made free. The callers can then call freely at any time and seek the necessary assistance. There should be a pay bill service through which well-wishers can directly pay their willful contributions to assist the homeless people. Regarding the eviction cases, the consequences of forcefully evicting tenants should be made so strict that no landlord will dare commit such a crime.
   On supportive housing, guidance and counseling should be being offered to the individuals in these units to encourage them to work hard and leave the units after the specified period of time. At the same time, the jobs offered at these areas should be well-paying in order for the victims to save enough within the limited amount of time they have. The duration of residence in the units should be adhered to strictly so as not to encourage laziness and reluctance.
A Visualization Of The Future
   With the high rates of unemployment and low paying jobs, the tragedy of homelessness is likely to continue growing if the above challenges are not addressed. Unless people are paid highly for them to be able to manage their needs and pay rent comfortably, the homeless people at Tampa might continue being homeless. However if the employers take heed of the employment proposal above, the homeless people will finally manage their finances and pay rent if not own their own homes. Cases of people with mental illness and addicts of drugs and other substances continue to grow. The provision of permanent homes for such individuals might not be viable in the near future. Rehabilitating these individuals and offering them jobs for them to cater to their needs will be the only practical solution. 
Negative Consequences
  Allowing developers to build more units in an area than the actual number that was initially proposed will result in congestion. Once there is congestion the conditions for a living will not be very favorable as people will lack space for social activities like gathering s and play centers. At the same time congestion results in resource straining. More units will mean more people and such shared resources like water and sometimes lavatories will be strained which could result in poor health of the residents.
  The offering of subsidized housing by the government will burden the government economically. The funds which would have been used for other developments like hospital construction will then end up being used to pay for people’s rent. The financial assistance might make some people lax and reliant on the aid. The aid should, therefore, be limited in that the same individual does not receive the aid for more than twelve months.
   The establishment of temporary units could increase the levels of social crimes. Since the temporary houses target low-income individuals, having many of them residing in a particular place could introduce crimes like theft and robbery.  Most of them are usually unemployed and have no source of sustaining themselves. The units could also increase the laxity of these individuals to work and pay rent or build homes for themselves. The financial kitty could also be mismanaged by the people in charge. Caution should, therefore, be taken to ensure the funds contributed to assist the homeless meet the desired needs.
Positive Consequences
   Offering permanent housing to people with illnesses like mental illnesses and addiction will contribute to their health being restored. The restoration of their health will relieve the government of a huge burden that it would incur in rehabilitating them and treating them if they continued to be homeless. The settlement of such people also reduces social crimes which are majorly committed by individuals who do not have a means of livelihood.
   Offering temporary housing also helps the homeless people to save up some amount of money to be able to become independent It is, therefore, a means of transition from homelessness to independence which is advantageous both to the homeless individual and to the responsible government bodies as with time the challenge of homelessness will be fully eradicated.
   Ensuring that the homeless are employed also helps resolve the challenge of homelessness which burdens the state. The state will then be able to direct the funds that would have been used for the needs of the homeless people to carry out other developmental projects. The employment also helps the homeless people live a decent life and avoid the challenges like illnesses and social crimes that would come with being homeless.
  The establishment of the eviction courts will protect the right of the tenants. It will also make the landlords respecters of the law when legal action is taken against them when they violate the laid procedures. This will ensure there are coexistence and respect for one another by both parties. The call-line will also ensure people receive timely assistance to prevent homelessness and with time the problem of homeless will be no more.
   The financial aid will also make the well-able members of society become very responsible and assist those in need. The regulation of rent will ensure the tenants know their rights and fight for the respect of these particular rights. The landlords at the same will learned to guarantee and respect the rights of the tenants despite their social status and this eliminates any forms of discrimination and all members of society are equal.
    In conclusion, homelessness in Tampa is a chronic problem that needs urgent intervention. Several policies like housing subsidization have already been implemented by non-governmental organizations yet the challenge persists. This solution needs a reliable source of funding which well-wishers may not have sometimes. It is therefore wise for the government to consider the above-proposed solutions to end the long-lasting homelessness. Empowering homeless individuals is the most practical solution as it will, in the end, resolve the problem completely. Other such interventions as financial assistance are also effective when implemented appropriately. The use of the eviction courts will also help a big way of preventing homelessness. The regulation of rent will also help prevent homelessness.
   The proposed policies come with both positive and negative consequences and therefore caution should be taken while actualizing them. Anytime each of the policies is implemented an analysis of its repercussions should be done first to ensure no more problems are created while trying to resolve an already existing problem. Homelessness can only end when both the private and the public sectors cooperate with each party playing its role accordingly.
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